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Moderator’s Letter to Town Meeting Representatives 

TOWN OF DEDHAM 

 

Dedham Health and Athletic Club’s large in

November 15, 
2021.  
 

 
 



ii

there is no provision in state law/ Governor’s Executive Order that 

watching 

Town Meeting members are not “in the audience”, they are the ones 



iii

 

Meeting for ourselves and all should respect each other’s decisions.
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Finance Committee Chair’s Letter to Town Meeting 
Representatives and the Citizens of Dedham 

TOWN OF DEDHAM 

•

•



v

•

 



1

Town Meeting Articles and Recommendations 
All recommendations of the Finance and Warrant Committee are by 
unanimous vote except where noted. 
 
1. PERSONNEL BY-LAW CHANGES AND BARGAINING AGREEMENTS 
 
ARTICLE ONE By the Board of Selectmen:

Dedham Police Patrolman’s Association, Massachusetts Coalition 

Dedham Firefighter’s Associ

Referred to Finance and Warrant 
Committee for study and report. 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:   

9



2

(Dispatch), Dedham Firefighter’s Association, Local 1735, Dedham 

Patrolman’s Association, Massachusetts Coalition of Police

account in the Town Manager’s budget and that the Director of Finance 

2. ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS & PROJECTS 
 
ARTICLE TWO:

Referred to Finance and Warrant 
Committee for study and report. 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:  

10
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3. PRIOR YEARS BILLS 
 
ARTICLE THREE: By the Director of Finance:

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee 
for study and report. 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:  

4. LINE ITEM TRANSFERS FOR CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 
 
ARTICLE FOUR: By the Finance Committee: 

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee 
for study and report.  
  

11
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE: 
That the following sums of money, totaling $312,478.00 be transferred from current
appropriations as scheduled on the following chart to meet additional expenses for the
current fiscal year:

 FROM   TO 
LIT # Department  Description  Amount  LIT # Department   Description  Amount 

1 Finance
Assistant
Treasurer/Collector

 $        11,000  1  Finance 
Professional
Services Other

 $        11,000

         

2 Assessing Assessing Director  $        10,000  2  Finance 
Professional
Services Other

 $          8,000

     2  Finance Other Expense  $          2,000
         

3 Fire Positional Stipend  $        60,000  3 Fire Overtime  $        60,000
3 Fire Training Services  $        25,000  3 Fire Overtime  $        25,000
3 Fire Training Allowance  $        20,000  3 Fire Overtime  $        20,000
3 Fire Other Supplies  $        20,000  3 Fire Overtime  $        20,000
3 Fire Vehicle Repair  $        15,000  3 Fire Overtime  $        15,000
         
4 Health Personal Services  $        11,264  4  Health Purchased Services  $        11,264

5 Town Manager Property Billing  $          6,000  5 Town Manager
Temporary
Substitutes

 $        15,000

5 Town Manager Workers' Comp  $        19,000  5 Town Manger Advertising  $          5,000
     5 Town Manger Public Records  $          5,000
6 Town - Facilities Custodial  $        14,714  6 Town - Facilities Overtime  $        14,714
7 Town Manager Workers' Comp  $        50,000  7 Parks and Rec Program Services  $        50,000
         

8 Police Non-Clerical/Support  $        42,500
 

8 Police
Technologies
Support/Services

 $        42,500

8  Patrol Officers  $          8,000
 

8  
Technologies
Support/Services

 $          8,000

 Total   $      312,478      $      312,478
         

LIT # Descriptions        
1 Reclassify - Hire timing.  Support additional reconciliation costs
2 Reclassify - Natural attrition and to cover additional reconciliation costs and other expenses
3 Reclassify - Needed transfer to cover current expenditures for overtime
4 Reclassify - Attrition  leaving residual funds for professional support
5 Reclassify - Additional expenses due to backlog
6 Reclassify - Unexpected OT coverage needed for Workers Comp injury
7 Reclassify - 55th Flag Day Parade Fireworks
8 Reclassify - Operational expense changes and unexpected increased investigative costs

12
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5. SPECIAL PURPOSE STABILIZATION FUNDS, APPROPRIATION 
 
ARTICLE FIVE: By the Director of Finance

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for study and 
report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

6. GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND, DEPOSIT 
 
ARTICLE SIX: By the Finance Committee:

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 

13
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7. REDUCE TAX RATE 
 
ARTICLE SEVEN: By the Town Manager

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee 
for study and report. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE: 

 
8. APPROPRIATION FOR NEW SOLID WASTE CARTS 
 
ARTICLE EIGHT: By the Town Manager at the request of the Public Works 
Director. 

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:  

 

9. APPROPRIATION FOR OAKDALE SCHOOL FEASIBILITY STUDY 
 
ARTICLE NINE: By the School Committee. 

14
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s School Building Authority; the MSBA’s grant program is a 

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for 
study and report.
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 

authority; the Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a 

 

 

15
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10. APPROPRIATION FOR INSTALLATION OF ELEVATOR AT 
MOTHER BROOK ARTS AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
ARTICLE TEN: By the Town Manager

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 
 

 
11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 
ARTICLE ELEVEN: By Town Meeting Vote:

16
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Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee 
for study and report.
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

term, “electronic voting technology” shall mean any electronic voting 

cording the town meeting members’ vote using a wireless or mobile 

–

17

 

10. APPROPRIATION FOR INSTALLATION OF ELEVATOR AT 
MOTHER BROOK ARTS AND COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
ARTICLE TEN: By the Town Manager

Referred to Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 
 

 
11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 
ARTICLE ELEVEN: By Town Meeting Vote:

16
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–

cause the records of any votes to be posted on the Town’s website.

 

 
12. ZONING AMENDMENT  - SHORT TERM RENTALS 
 

18
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ARTICLE TWELVE: By the Planning Board. 

Add new Use Category A.10. (“Short Term Rental”) to Table 1 

10. Short 
Term 
Rentals 

NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 

Add new Use Category 1.12. (“Short Term Rental”) to Table 1 

12. Short 
Term 
Rentals 

NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 

19

–

cause the records of any votes to be posted on the Town’s website.

 

 
12. ZONING AMENDMENT  - SHORT TERM RENTALS 
 

18
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Referred to Planning Board for 
study and report.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING BOARD
 

 
 
13. ZONING AMENDMENT – SHORT TERM RENTALS – PRIVATE 

SWIMMING POOLS 

ARTICLE THIRTEEN By the Planning Board.

Add new Use Category 1.13. (“Short Term Rental 
Swimming Pool)”) to Table 1 (Principal Use Table) as follows [text 

13. Short 
Term 

Rentals 
(Private 

Swimming 
Pool) 

NO NO YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

20
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Referred to Planning Board for 
study and report

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING BOARD: 

 PRINCIPAL USE  D I S T R I C T S 
SRA 
SRB 

 
GR 

 
PR 

 
PC 

 
RDO 

 
AP 

 
LMA 

 
LMB 

 
HB 

 
LB 

 
GB 

 
CB 

1.   Accessory Use Table - Residential 
13. Short 

Term 
Rentals 
(Private 
Swimming 
Pool) 

NO NO NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

NO 
YES 

 
SHORT TERM RENTAL (PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL) -  An owner-
occupied, tenant-occupied or non-owner occupied property for 
residential use including, but not limited to, an apartment, house, 
cottage, condominium or a furnished accommodation that is not a hotel, 
motel, lodging house or bed and breakfast establishment, where: (a) use of 
a private swimming pool located thereon is rented to a non-occupant: and 
(b) rentals are reserved in advance.  
 
SWIMMING POOL (PRIVATE) -  Any outdoor pool, having a depth of at 
least 24" and a water surface area of at least one hundred fifty (150) 
square feet, which is used, or intended to be used, as a swimming or 
bathing pool in connection with a residence and available only to the 

21

family and private guests of the householder. 
 
14. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO SIGN CODE BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE FOURTEEN:  By the Town Manager at the request of the Town 
Planner.  

 
Article I: General Provisions 

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

22
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family and private guests of the householder. 
 
14. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO SIGN CODE BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE FOURTEEN:  By the Town Manager at the request of the Town 
Planner.  

 
Article I: General Provisions 

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

22

family and private guests of the householder. 
 
14. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO SIGN CODE BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE FOURTEEN:  By the Town Manager at the request of the Town 
Planner.  

 
Article I: General Provisions 

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

22
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G.
and regulatory requirements of the Town, including the Town’s 

of the sign, must comply with the provisions of this article. “Non
communicative aspects” include the time, place, manner, location, 

23
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Article II: Administration 

(“Administrative Review”), but do not re
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A.

B.

24
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C.

1.

2.
§237-8 and §237-25.

D.

25

 
Article II: Administration 

(“Administrative Review”), but do not re
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A.

B.

24
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26
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1.

2.
integrated into a building’s architecture.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices

Guide for the Development of Bicycle 
Facilities
Officials’ Urban Bikeway Design Guide

27



20

he Building Commissioner’s failure to act within the time 

Article III: General Regulations 

 

28

1.

2.
integrated into a building’s architecture.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices

Guide for the Development of Bicycle 
Facilities
Officials’ Urban Bikeway Design Guide

27
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—

owned property upon 15 days’ notice to and 

—

29
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30



23

—

31

Article IV: Special Regulations 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

32
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Article IV: Special Regulations 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

32

Article IV: Special Regulations 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

32
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

34
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1.

2.

Relationship of landlord approval process to town’s 

3.  

1.

35

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

34
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2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

A.

B.

C.

36

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

34
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D.

E.

F.
G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

37
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1.
2.

3.

4.

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

2.
3.

38

D.

E.

F.
G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

37
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1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

2.
3.

1.

39
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

A.

B.

40
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1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

A.

B.

40
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C.

 

 
Article V: Noncomplying Signs and Signs without Permits 

41

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

42
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1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

42

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

42
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the extent of the sign’s non

1.
2.

3.

43

the extent of the sign’s non

1.
2.

3.

43
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Article VI: Enforcement/Inspection – Certificate of Compliance 

44

the extent of the sign’s non

1.
2.

3.

43
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A.

B.

C.

D.

 

 
Article VII: Definitions 

45
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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A.

B.

C.

D.

 

 
Article VII: Definitions 

45
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—

—

—

 

—

—

—

—

47
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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—

—

—

—

– —

—

 

—

—

51
—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

52



44

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

52



45

—

—

—

–

—

—

—

—

—

—

53
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—

—

–

—

—

—

—

—

54
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Table 1: Permitted Sign Types by Zoning District 

237-16. Exempt signs §237-17. Private property - exempt 
signs

§237-18. Prohibited sign types
 

Sign Type 
All 
Resid. 

Local 
Bus. 

General 
Bus. 

Central 
Bus. 

Highway 
Bus. 

Limited 
Manufact. 
A & B 

Research 
Development 
Office 

Senior 
Campus 

Art /Mural A A A A A A A A 
Awning A A A A A A A N 
Banner N A A A A A A N 
Center 
Identification N A A A A A A A 

Changeable 
Copy N N N N N N A N 

Creative Sign A A A A A A A A 
Digital Display N N N N N N A N 
Directory A A A A A A A A 
Freestanding A A A A A A A A 
Identification A A A A A A A A 
Illuminated N A A A A A A A 
Limited 
Duration A A A A A A A A 

Marquee N A A A A N N N 
Monument N A A A A A A A 
Pole or Pylon N N A A A A A N 
Projecting A A A A A N N N 
Sandwich 
Board A A A A A N A N 

Suspended N A A A A N N N 
Temporary A A A A A A A A 
Trade Figure or 
Symbol N A A A A N A N 

Trade Flag N A A A A N N N 
V-Shaped A A A A A A A N 
Wall A A A A A A A A 
Window A A A A A A A A 
Window - 
Incidental A A A A A A A N 

55
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Table 1: Permitted Sign Types by Zoning District 

237-16. Exempt signs §237-17. Private property - exempt 
signs

§237-18. Prohibited sign types
 

Sign Type 
All 
Resid. 

Local 
Bus. 

General 
Bus. 

Central 
Bus. 

Highway 
Bus. 

Limited 
Manufact. 
A & B 

Research 
Development 
Office 

Senior 
Campus 

Art /Mural A A A A A A A A 
Awning A A A A A A A N 
Banner N A A A A A A N 
Center 
Identification N A A A A A A A 

Changeable 
Copy N N N N N N A N 

Creative Sign A A A A A A A A 
Digital Display N N N N N N A N 
Directory A A A A A A A A 
Freestanding A A A A A A A A 
Identification A A A A A A A A 
Illuminated N A A A A A A A 
Limited 
Duration A A A A A A A A 

Marquee N A A A A N N N 
Monument N A A A A A A A 
Pole or Pylon N N A A A A A N 
Projecting A A A A A N N N 
Sandwich 
Board A A A A A N A N 

Suspended N A A A A N N N 
Temporary A A A A A A A A 
Trade Figure or 
Symbol N A A A A N A N 

Trade Flag N A A A A N N N 
V-Shaped A A A A A A A N 
Wall A A A A A A A A 
Window A A A A A A A A 
Window - 
Incidental A A A A A A A N 

55

Referred to By-law Review 
Committee and Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:  

bold 

 

 
Article I: General Provisions 

A.

B.

C.

56
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D.

E.

F.

G.
and regulatory requirements of the town, including the town’s 

s article. “Non
communicative aspects” include the time, place, manner, location, 

57

Referred to By-law Review 
Committee and Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE:  

bold 

 

 
Article I: General Provisions 

A.

B.

C.

56

D.

E.

F.

G.
and regulatory requirements of the town, including the town’s 

s article. “Non
communicative aspects” include the time, place, manner, location, 

57
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Article II: Administration 

(“Administrative Review”), but do not require DRAB review: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

58

D.

E.

F.

G.
and regulatory requirements of the town, including the town’s 

s article. “Non
communicative aspects” include the time, place, manner, location, 

57
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A.

B.

C.

1.

2.

D.

59

6060
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60
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1.

2.
integrated into a building’s architecture.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.
, with 

any inconsistencies to be resolved by DRAB in the best 
interests of the town

Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices

Transportation Officials’ Guide for the Development of 
Bicycle Facilities

61

Transportation Officials’ Urban Bikeway Design Guide

mmissioner’s failure to act within the time 

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

62
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Transportation Officials’ Urban Bikeway Design Guide

mmissioner’s failure to act within the time 

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

62

Transportation Officials’ Urban Bikeway Design Guide

mmissioner’s failure to act within the time 

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

Zoning Board of 
Appeals

62
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Article III: General Regulations 

 

—

owned Property upon 15 days’ notice to and written 

63—

a government, political 
subdivision, or other non-commercial institution

64
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—

a government, political 
subdivision, or other non-commercial institution

64
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—

shall

65
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Article IV: Special Regulations 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1.

2.

66
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67
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

68

7.
8.

1.

2.

Relationship of landlord approval process to town’s 

A List and Type

3.  

and shall not apply to signs erected according to §237-17(B.)

69
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7.
8.

1.

2.

Relationship of landlord approval process to town’s 

A List and Type

3.  

and shall not apply to signs erected according to §237-17(B.)

69



62

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

A.

B.

70
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C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

71



64

1.
2.

3.
Use Regulation Tables

4.

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

72

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

71



65

2.
3.

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

2.

73

1.
2.

3.
Use Regulation Tables

4.

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

72
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3.

1.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

A.

74

1.
2.

3.
Use Regulation Tables

4.

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.

72

B.

C.

 

 
Article V: Noncomplying Signs and Signs without Permits 

75



67

B.

C.

 

 
Article V: Noncomplying Signs and Signs without Permits 

75

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

76



68

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

76
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6.

the extent of the Sign’s non

1.
2.

3.

77
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Article VI: Enforcement/Inspection – Certificate of Compliance 

78

A.

B.

C.

D.

 

79



71

A.

B.

C.

D.
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A.

B.

C.

D.

 

79
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Article VII: Definitions 

—

—

—

—

—

80

A.

B.

C.

D.

 

79
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—

—

—

—

—

 

—

—

—

81
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

83
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—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

84
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—

—

—

—

—

—

– —

—
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Table 1: Permitted Sign Types by Zoning District 

237-16. Exempt Signs §237-17. Private Property - exempt Signs

§237-18. Prohibited Sign types  

Sign Type All 
Resid. 

Local 
Bus. 

General 
Bus. 

Central 
Bus. 

Highway 
Bus. 

Limited 
Manufact. 

A & B 

Research 
Development 

Office 

Senior 
Campus 

Art /Mural A A A A A A A A 
Awning A A A A A A A N 
Banner N A A A A A A N 
Center 
Identification N A A A A A A A 

Changeable 
Copy N N N N N N A N 

Creative Sign A A A A A A A A 
Digital 
Display N N N N N N A N 

Directory A A A A A A A A 
Freestanding A A A A A A A A 
Identification A A A A A A A A 
Illuminated N A A A A A A A 
Limited 
Duration A A A A A A A A 

Marquee N A A A A N N N 
Monument N A A A A A A A 
Pole or Pylon N N A A A A A N 
Projecting A A A A A N N N 
Sandwich 
Board A A A A A N A N 

Suspended N A A A A N N N 
Temporary A A A A A A A A 
Trade Figure 
or Symbol N A A A A N A N 

Trade Flag N A A A A N N N 
V-Shaped A A A A A A A N 
Wall A A A A A A A A 
Window A A A A A A A A 
Window - 
Incidental A A A A A A A N 
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15. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

BYLAW  

ARTICLE FIFTEEN:  By the Human Rights Commission. 

bold strikethrough bold italics

 
There is hereby established a municipal board to be known as the “Human 
Rights Commission of the Town of Dedham” (herein referred to as the 
“Commission”).

Commission also represents the Town’s comm

91

who shall be residents of 
the town

 

who may,  but need not, be Town 
residents: 

, who shall be Town residents: 

(a)
, who shall be residents of the town. 

may be 
residents or non-residents of the Town and 
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who shall be residents of 
the town

 

who may,  but need not, be Town 
residents: 

, who shall be Town residents: 

(a)
, who shall be residents of the town. 

may be 
residents or non-residents of the Town and 

92

socio-economic status
Commission, however, is at the Select Board’s sole discretion.

 

Commission’s meetings shall be governed by the requirements of the Open 

 

93
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socio-economic status
Commission, however, is at the Select Board’s sole discretion.

 

Commission’s meetings shall be governed by the requirements of the Open 

 

93

individual or group’s enjoyment of their basic human rights in our 

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

strikethough
bold underlined 

double strikethrough
bold italic 

Chapter Twelve, Human Rights Commission 
 
§12-40.  Purpose 
 
There is hereby established a municipal board to be known as the “Human Rights 
Commission of the Town of Dedham” (herein referred to as the “Commission”).
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individual or group’s enjoyment of their basic human rights in our 

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

strikethough
bold underlined 

double strikethrough
bold italic 

Chapter Twelve, Human Rights Commission 
 
§12-40.  Purpose 
 
There is hereby established a municipal board to be known as the “Human Rights 
Commission of the Town of Dedham” (herein referred to as the “Commission”).
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ts the Town’s commitment to uphold and defend the rights of all persons 

§12-41.    Composition 
 

There is hereby established a municipal board to be known as the “Human 
Rights Commission of the Town of Dedham” (herein referred to as the 
“Commission”).

Commission also represents the Town’s commitment to u

§12-41.    Composition 
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who shall be residents of 
the town

 

who may, but need not, be Town 
residents: 

who is a 
board member or employee rom of 
and/or School Committee

 who is a member, board member or employee

 who 
is a member, board member or employee of the Commission on 
Disability, and if an employee thereof, with the approval of the 
Town Manager; 

who is a member, board member or employee of the 
Housing Authority

who is a member, board member or employee of the 
Youth Commission thereof

, who shall be Town residents: 

 
, who shall be residents of the town. 

may be 
residents or non-residents of the Town and 

96

ts the Town’s commitment to uphold and defend the rights of all persons 

§12-41.    Composition 
 

There is hereby established a municipal board to be known as the “Human 
Rights Commission of the Town of Dedham” (herein referred to as the 
“Commission”).

Commission also represents the Town’s commitment to u

§12-41.    Composition 

95

socio-economic status
Commission, however, is at the Select Board’s sole discretion.

Section 3.  Procedures 
 

Commission’s meetings shall be governed by the requirements of the Open 

Section 4.   Duties 
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socio-economic status
Commission, however, is at the Select Board’s sole discretion.

Section 3.  Procedures 
 

Commission’s meetings shall be governed by the requirements of the Open 

Section 4.   Duties 
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or group’s enjoyment of their basic human rights in our community.

16. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO LEGAL AFFAIRS BYLAW   

ARTICLE SIXTEEN:  By Select Board Member James A. MacDonald. 

bold strikethrough
bold italics

57-1 Selectmen Select Board to be agents of Town.  
Selectmen Select Board

57-2 Selectmen Select Board authorized to settle claims.  
Selectmen Select Board

57-3 Town Counsel to report status of actions.  
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Selectmen Select Board

Selectmen Select Board

57-4 Selectmen Select Board to appoint Town Counsel.  
Selectmen Select Board annually

Spring
or firm

a term of three years the term of one year from the day of his 
appointment following beginning July 1st his their

his their
him them

57-5 Qualifications for Town Counsel.  

57-6 Duties of Town Counsel.  
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Selectmen Select Board,

Board 
of Selectmen Select Board

57-7 Treasurer-Collector to execute deeds and transfers of interests.  

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE: 

17. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO ANIMAL CONTROL BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: By the Town Manager at the request of the Animal Control 
Officer.   

 
117-7 Kennel Licensing and Regulations 

100

Selectmen Select Board

Selectmen Select Board

57-4 Selectmen Select Board to appoint Town Counsel.  
Selectmen Select Board annually

Spring
or firm

a term of three years the term of one year from the day of his 
appointment following beginning July 1st his their

his their
him them

57-5 Qualifications for Town Counsel.  

57-6 Duties of Town Counsel.  
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Personal Kennel License 

 

 
 

101

Selectmen Select Board,

Board 
of Selectmen Select Board

57-7 Treasurer-Collector to execute deeds and transfers of interests.  

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE: 

17. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO ANIMAL CONTROL BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: By the Town Manager at the request of the Animal Control 
Officer.   

 
117-7 Kennel Licensing and Regulations 
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Commercial Kennel Licenses 

117-8  Regulations 

102

Selectmen Select Board,

Board 
of Selectmen Select Board

57-7 Treasurer-Collector to execute deeds and transfers of interests.  

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE: 

17. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO ANIMAL CONTROL BYLAW 
 
ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: By the Town Manager at the request of the Animal Control 
Officer.   

 
117-7 Kennel Licensing and Regulations 
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117-9 Enforcement  

Referred to By-law Review 
Committee and Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report.

 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

bold italics 

103
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117-7 Kennel Licensing and Regulations 
 
Personal Kennel License 

12 

In addition to meeting all of the requirements of MGL c. 140, §§ 137A to 
137C, any person who applies for a kennel license shall: 
 
1.  Demonstrate that the use of the subject property as a kennel is 
permitted under the Town’s Zoning Bylaws;  
 
2.  Demonstrate that the premises will be maintained: 

a. a minimum of ten-feet from the kennel to an adjacent property line; 
 
b. a minimum of twenty-feet from the kennel to abutting habitable 
structure;  

 
c. no less than 100 feet from a wetland; 
 
d.  no less than 200 feet from a high water mark of a source of 
drinking water or tributary thereof; and  

 

104

e. no less than 10 feet from an occupied dwelling on the same property 
where the kennel is kept.  

 

 
 
Commercial Kennel Licenses 

105
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e. no less than 10 feet from an occupied dwelling on the same property 
where the kennel is kept.  

 

 
 
Commercial Kennel Licenses 

105

by 
certified mail or constable,

117-8  Regulations 

 
117-9 Enforcement  
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by 
certified mail or constable,

117-8  Regulations 

 
117-9 Enforcement  
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18. GENERAL BYLAW – AMENDMENTS TO HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

COMMISSION BYLAW   

ARTICLE EIGHTEEN: By the Historic Districts Commission. 

Referred to By-law Review Committee 
and Finance and Warrant Committee for review and report.  
 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

bold 
strikethrough bold italics

168-3 Historic Districts Commission

Board of Selectmen Select Board for rotating three-year terms, 
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including vacancies resulting 
from the failure of any of the organizations noted above to submit names 
of nominees within 30 days of such request by the Board of Selectmen 
Select Board, Board of Selectmen Select Board its

three one
property owners a property owner

(7) Two residents of the Town shall be appointed by the Select Board as 
alternates.   

C. When the Commission is first established, two members shall be 
appointed for terms of one year, two shall be appointed for terms of two 
years, and three shall be appointed for terms of three years. A successor 
to a member shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen in the same 
manner as such member was appointed, except that his term shall be for 
three years.  

DC vacancy occurs other than by expiration of term, n unscheduled 
vacancy occurs on the Commission, remainder of the 

Board of Selectmen Select Board
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ED
his their his their

19. GENERAL BYLAW – CREATION OF A DEDHAM AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
TRUST 

 
ARTICLE NINETEEN :  By the Planning Board. 

fund to be known as the “Dedham Affordable Housing Trust Fund” (the “Trust”).  

There shall be a Board of Trustees of the Trust (“Board”), composed of 7 members, 
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G.L. c. 44, § 55C (“Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund”), to be recorded with 

110
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111

112



104

112



105

(“Uniform Procurement Act”) and G.L. c. 40, § 15A, but agreements and 

The Treasurer/Collector shall be the custodian of the Trust’s funds and shall 

Referred to By-law Review Committee and 
Finance and Warrant Committee for study and report. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 

 
 

20. PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 
ARTICLE TWENTY: y the Select Board

114
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shown in a document entitled, “Proposed Charter Amendments Article 20”, with 

Clerk and available on the Town’s 

Referred to the By-law Review Committee and the Finance 
Committee for review and report.
 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 
21. PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 
ARTICLE TWENTY-ONE : By the Select Board.  

bold strikethrough,
bold italic

—

  If no such election is 
to be held within 120 days, the vacancy shall be filled by the properly 
nominated candidate for Town Representative receiving the highest 
number of votes at the last Annual Town Election in that District, but who 

115
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was not elected or appointed under this section. A Town Representative 
filling a vacancy provided in this paragraph shall serve until the next 
regular annual election, at which time the remainder of the term, if any, 
shall be filled by official ballot.  If no such candidate exists, the vacancy 
shall be filled at a District caucus on or before the date of the next town 
meeting.  If no such election is to be held within 120 days, the remaining 
town representatives from the same district shall be called together by 
the district chairperson not later than 1 month prior to the next town 
meeting, or forthwith following the creation of a vacancy if that vacancy 
arises with less than 1 month until the next town meeting, and shall, by 
a majority vote of those present and voting, elect by written ballot a 
qualified person to fill the vacancy and serve until the next regular 
annual election, at which time the remainder of the term, if any, shall 
be filled by official ballot. Notice of such election by the remaining town 
representatives of the district shall forthwith be filed with the town 
clerk. 

Referred to By-law Review 
Committee and Finance and Warrant Committee for review and report.
 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE

 
22. PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 
ARTICLE TWENTY-TWO :  By the Select Board.

116
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the Town Manager’s authority to appoint all other department heads excluding the

 

bold strikethrough

board of 
library trustees and the parks and recreation commission 

provided in this Charter…..
bold strikethrough bold italic

but excluding the library director and 
parks and recreation director,
operational and administrative matters performance

operational and administrative 
matters, following consultation with the 

or its designee
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7 as “A”, and insert a new section “B”, 
bold italic bold strikethrough 

A. Multiple Member Bodies.  

, except as otherwise expressly provided 
in subsections (b) and (s) of section 4-2

B. Department Heads.  Notwithstanding any provision of section 6-
7(A) or 4-2(b)(2) to the contrary, department heads appointed by 
the town manager under the provisions of section 4-2(b)(1) shall 
be responsible to the appropriate elected or appointed multiple 
member body for implementation of policy decisions made and 
policy guidance given.  Each department head shall report 
regularly to such multiple member body concerning department 
operations, actions taken and the status of new or ongoing issues.  
Each department head shall work cooperatively with the chair of 
the appropriate multiple member body and the town manager to 
ensure the body has appropriate administrative and operational 
support. 

 

Referred to the By-law Review 
Committee and the Finance Committee for review and report.
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE AND WARRANT COMMITTEE
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MUNICIPAL FINANCE TERMINOLOGY 

 

FREE CASH: 
deducting from Surplus Revenue (formally the “Unreserved Fund Balance” or 
“Excess and Deficiency”) all uncollected taxes of prior years.  Surplus Re

OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS: 

from prior years’ Special Article Appropriations may be transferred to meet a new 

CHERRY SHEET:

RESERVE FUND:
on (not exceeding 5% of last year’s levy), (b) money 

expenditures would be approved by Town Meeting. “Extraordinary” covers items, 
which are not in the usual line, or are great or exceptional.  “Unforeseen” includes 

GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND: 

120
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preceding year’s tax levy, but the Fund may not exceed ten perc

OVERLAY SURPLUS:

of previous years’ overlays. 

MITIGATION STABILIZATION: 

MAJOR CAPITAL FACILITIES STABILIZATION:

MWRA:

PROPERTY TAX LEVY: 

LEVY LIMIT:

121

 
MUNICIPAL FINANCE TERMINOLOGY 

 

FREE CASH: 
deducting from Surplus Revenue (formally the “Unreserved Fund Balance” or 
“Excess and Deficiency”) all uncollected taxes of prior years.  Surplus Re

OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS: 

from prior years’ Special Article Appropriations may be transferred to meet a new 

CHERRY SHEET:

RESERVE FUND:
on (not exceeding 5% of last year’s levy), (b) money 

expenditures would be approved by Town Meeting. “Extraordinary” covers items, 
which are not in the usual line, or are great or exceptional.  “Unforeseen” includes 

GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND: 

120
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LEVY CEILING:
A community’s levy ceiling is 2 ½ percent of the aggregated valuation of all taxable 

EXCESS LEVY CAPACITY:

NEW GROWTH:

GENERAL OVERRIDE:

DEBT EXCLUSION:

CAPITAL OUTLAY EXPENDITURE EXCLUSION:

 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENTS 

122

 
MUNICIPAL FINANCE TERMINOLOGY 

 

FREE CASH: 
deducting from Surplus Revenue (formally the “Unreserved Fund Balance” or 
“Excess and Deficiency”) all uncollected taxes of prior years.  Surplus Re

OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS: 

from prior years’ Special Article Appropriations may be transferred to meet a new 

CHERRY SHEET:

RESERVE FUND:
on (not exceeding 5% of last year’s levy), (b) money 

expenditures would be approved by Town Meeting. “Extraordinary” covers items, 
which are not in the usual line, or are great or exceptional.  “Unforeseen” includes 

GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND: 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Report of the Electronic Voting Working Group 
October 20, 2021 

The Group’s responsibility was “To study 

presented to the Select Board and the Town Meeting.”

–
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Moderators’ Association. Paul Munchbach contacted the three firms doing 

Town Meeting and that the Town’s by laws be amended to accommodate this 

DEDHAM SNOW COMMITTEE REPORT
October 12, 2021 

HISTORY: 

1 ARTICLE TWENTY-FOUR:  By District One Town Meeting Representative Fred Civian. To see if the 
Town will vote to establish a five (5) member Snow Removal Recommendation Committee, charged with 
evaluating options for and recommending actions concerning the establishment of a local Dedham rule 
requiring commercial, industrial and/or institutions to remove snow and ice from sidewalks serving their 
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MEMBERSHIP: 

SNOW COMMITTEE SUMMARY: 

 
CONTEXT  
SIDEWALKS ARE PUBLIC WAYS; TOWN DPWS CLEAR SOME SIDEWALKS: 
Towns’ sidewalks are public ways; they are not private property. W
hypothetically possible for a Town to clear all sidewalks, “manpower and 
financial restraints prohibit that from occurring.” (Norwood Town Website.)  

. The Committee’s 

properties; such Snow Removal Recommendation Committee shall be appointed by the Moderator and shall 
present its report and recommendations to the 2019 Fall Annual Town Meeting, or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
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TOWNS CAN CHOSE TO REQUIRE PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNERS TO CLEAR 
SIDEWALKS IN FRONT OF THEIR PROPERTY: MA state law allows 
municipalities to create local rules that require property owners to clear snow 
and ice from public sidewalks adjacent to their businesses. MGL c. 40, § 21 (2), 
(3), and (4). 

 
ARE UNCLEARED SIDEWALKS A PROBLEM? 

 
OBJECTIONS TO ADOPTING LOCAL SNOW RULES: 

• Since sidewalks are public ways, it’s not fair 

•

•
•
•
•
•
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other Towns’ experience (e,g. Norwood) is that the adoption of a rule with the 

 
OTHER TOWNS’ ACTIONS TO CLEAR SIDEWALKS: 

 
DEDHAM DPW ACTIONS TO CLEAR SIDEWALKS: The Committee’s survey of 

–
–

 
TOWN MEETING POLICY CHOICES: 

•
• Rely on someone’s increased voluntary efforts
•
•

•

 
VOLUNTARY EFFORTS: 

to be overcome and each rely upon “someone” to lead and implement them.   
•

• “Please shovel” notes to be delivered by volunteers to businesses 
•

141



134

o

• Dedham Public Schools “Safe Routes to Schools” coordinates its efforts with 
he use of DPW’s limited resources

•

LOCAL RULE REQUIRING BUSINESSES TO CLEAR SIDEWALKS: 

•

•  

INCREASED EFFORTS BY DEDHAM DPW: 

 
  
 
RESIDENTIAL SIDEWALK CLEARING: 

in residential areas. The Snow Committee’s charge from Town Meet
issue a report “evaluating options for and recommending actions” concerning 

 
CONCLUSIONS: 

• the “Safe Routes to 
Schools” process to increase the amount of cleared sidewalks for students.

• Dedham residents should use DPW’s “Service Request” form to report 
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•

APPENDIX A 
 
DEDHAM SNOW COMMITTEE INITIAL RESEARCH – Fall 2019 

MA TOWN SNOW REMOVAL RULES:   
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2016/12/29/table-sidewalk-snow-shoveling-
rules-across-
massachusetts/aNl6WXzQf6urBg9DeHKetI/story.html?event=event12
The data are dated Feb. 3, 2016. If a town has no other information, it either does 
not have sidewalks, does not have regulations, or has not provided information to 
the state officials who compiled this data.

NORWOOD - 
http://www.norwoodma.gov/departments/public_works/snow_and_ice_policy.p
hp

• Business responsible: yes; see Town Bylaws Article XII, Section 26 and Snow 
and Ice Policy FAQs

• When: Within 6 hours of daylight after precipitation stops
• Fines for business: no
• Town responsible: sometimes
• When does town shovel: Once the storm has ended and roads have been 

plowed
• The town plows 31 miles of sidewalk, near schools, Norwood Center, and 

Washington St.

DEDHAM and CANTON - no info

NEEDHAM
• Business responsible: yes
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• When: 5 hours after snowfall or precipitation stops between sunrise and 
sunset

• Fines for business: maximum $50
• Town responsible: sometimes
• When does town shovel: Once snow and ice depths reach 4''
• The town plows 52 miles of sidewalk on school walking routes and 

sometimes the downtown business district in the event of an emergency.

WESTWOOD
• Business responsible: sometimes
• When: no maximum
• Fines for business: no
• Town responsible: sometimes
• When does town shovel: After roads have been plowed
• The town will clear all sidewalks used to walk to schools, businesses, and 

public transportation. Property owners must clear sidewalks that are not in 
the town sidewalk route.

WALPOLE
• Business responsible: no
• When: N/A
• Fines for business: N/A
• Town responsible: sometimes
• When does town shovel: no maximum
• Town maintains about 50 miles of sidewalks, including routes to schools, 

buses, and the commuter rail.

MA CASE LAW CHANGE IN 2010 re: LIABILITY ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 
PAPADOPOULOS vs TARGET: A person slipped and fell on a patch of ice in the 
parking lot in front of a Target department store. He sued Target. The judge 
denied the claim because that snow and ice was "natural accumulation" that, 
under prior case law, created no liability for the property owner. The plaintiff 
appealed. The Supreme Judicial Court abolished the old rule and stated that 
property owners had the same duty of reasonable care for snow and ice as with 
other hazards.

WHAT ABOUT PUBLIC SIDEWALKS IN FRONT OF BUSINESSES: Towns may 
create bylaws requiring property owners to clear snow and ice from public 
sidewalks adjacent to their businesses. MGL c. 40, § 21 (2), (3), and (4)
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•

APPENDIX A 
 
DEDHAM SNOW COMMITTEE INITIAL RESEARCH – Fall 2019 

MA TOWN SNOW REMOVAL RULES:   
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2016/12/29/table-sidewalk-snow-shoveling-
rules-across-
massachusetts/aNl6WXzQf6urBg9DeHKetI/story.html?event=event12
The data are dated Feb. 3, 2016. If a town has no other information, it either does 
not have sidewalks, does not have regulations, or has not provided information to 
the state officials who compiled this data.

NORWOOD - 
http://www.norwoodma.gov/departments/public_works/snow_and_ice_policy.p
hp

• Business responsible: yes; see Town Bylaws Article XII, Section 26 and Snow 
and Ice Policy FAQs

• When: Within 6 hours of daylight after precipitation stops
• Fines for business: no
• Town responsible: sometimes
• When does town shovel: Once the storm has ended and roads have been 

plowed
• The town plows 31 miles of sidewalk, near schools, Norwood Center, and 

Washington St.

DEDHAM and CANTON - no info

NEEDHAM
• Business responsible: yes
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WHAT ABOUT SNOW MELTERS?: See this article about the "SnowDragon" 
melter. Capital costs, operating costs and significant maintenance issues would be 
compared against current hauling costs. This model also separates and collects 
sediment, trash and other pollutants from snow.  
https://www.twincities.com/2013/03/27/machine-melts-minnesota-snow-and-
its-removal-costs/

ISSUES FOR THE SNOW COMMITTEE RE: COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES AND 
SIDEWALKS: 

• muni responsibility alone? business responsibility alone? shared 
responsibility?

• What is Towns' current Level Of Effort for sidewalk clearing? Is there a 
regular sidewalk clearing route?

• Snow melter machine for muni-operations? Open to snow contractors or 
private businesses too?

• See MAPC guidance: http://www.mapc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/Snow-Removal-ToolkitFINAL1.10.12.pdf

TOWN ORDINANCES/ADD’L INFO 

NORWOOD   
http://www.norwoodma.gov/departments/public_works/snow_and_ice_policy.p
hp
“We do have an ordinance in the Town Bylaws, Article XII, Section 26, which requires 
any business or commercial enterprise to clear snow from the sidewalk in front of 
their property within 6 hours of daylight after any snow has ceased to fall. This 
ordinance is rarely enforced.  
 
Public Works does clear snow from 31 miles of sidewalks in Town. These sidewalk 
routes were established by a joint effort between the Public Works, Police 
Department and School Department. It generally focuses on areas around schools, 
Norwood Center and Washington Street through South Norwood. While having 
Public Works plow all sidewalks may sound ideal, manpower and 
financial restraints prohibit that from occurring.” 
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APPENDIX B 

 

OTHER TOWNS' SIDEWALK SNOW CLEARING ACTIONS

Burlington Franklin Lexington Milton Natick Needham Newton Wellesley Dedham
Rule? N/A No Yes No No N/A Yes No No
Business Must Clear? N/A No No No No Yes Yes N/A No
Is it enforced? No Yes
Municipality Clears? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Miles cleared by town 31 70 70 40 54+ 90 53 30

Sidwealk clearing 
equipment

2 trackless 
machines; we 
keep an old one 
(3rd machine) as 
a spare 7 machines

6 machines & 4 
backups

3 sidewalk 
ractors w/ 
plowblade or 
snowblower, 2-3 
snowblowers

6 sidewalk 
tractors (3 
tracked 
machines, 3 
trackless)

8 enclosed 
assigned 
sidewalk plows, 
1 stand-on, 3 
walk-behind 
snow blowers & 
hand shovels.  2 
spare enclosed 
sidewalk plows 12 pieces

13 pieces of 
equipment

2 Bombardier 
snow removal 
machines and 
a small skid 
steer

Staff 12 Operators 35
6 dedicated, 40 
total 28 84

8 Operators and 
4-6 hand crew 
members 150 17

19  dedicated; 
4 add'l from 
Parks and Rec

Sidewalk Plow Operators 10 all 5 3 6 8 8 8
none 
dedicated
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Article 12 Purpose 

Background Summary

BnB’s) are not regulated, and therefore n

requiring STR’s to register with the State, delegating further authority to 

taxes of 6% and 3% community impact fees.  Presently, there are 19 STR’s 
listed on the state registry.  When browsing for STR’s online, opportunities 
for STR’s in Dedham can easily be found.  

of STR’s in Dedham, a past history of 
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community complaints with some STR’s in Dedham, and the realization that 
Dedham’s proximity and location within the Greater Boston region creates 
a Dedham for STR’s in Dedham, the Planning Board felt it necessary to 

2021 to research how other surrounding communities are regulating STR’s 

surrounding communities have regulations allowing STR’s, there was also 

ng STR’s in the Dedham Bylaw, the Planning Board 

Planning Board Recommendation 

Article 13 Purpose 

 
Background Summary
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Planning Board Recommendation 

 
Article 19 

 
Background Summary

➢

➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
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➢

➢

–

–

Town Manager’s designee would serve as an ex officio non
The Trust’s membership would always includ

Planning Board Recommendation 

150



143

Sign Code Summary for Fall 2021 Town Meeting Warrant 
 

➢
➢
➢
➢

➢

As a result of the consultant’s extensive review of the existing code (to 

Town of Dedham, Sign Code Bylaw Study
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➢

➢

–

–
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The Trust’s membership would always includ

Planning Board Recommendation 
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➢

➢

business’s building, not the property.
➢

➢

multiple Board’s reviewing signs (the Zoning Board of Appeals being the 

➢
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➢
➢

➢
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TOWN OF DEDHAM 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SELECT BOARD REGARDING 
THE PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGES  

PRESENTED IN ARTICLES 20, 21 AND 22 

•

•

•

153
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2 Previously, the Town was served by a Town Administrator using the Selectman/Administrator model.
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’s tenure, that process has been successfully 

Summary of Proposed Minor Substantive Revisions and  
Non-Substantive Ministerial and Clerical Revisions to Charter  

Article 1. Incorporation: Short Title; Form of Government; Powers 
 
Section 1-1. Incorporation 

Correct punctuation so that period at end of sentence is inside 
quotation marks as follows: 

“town of Dedham.”
 

Section 1-7. Definitions 
For each subsection (a)–(k) of Section 1-7, place the comma appearing 
after the defined term inside the quotation marks to provide as 
follows:  

“Charter,”
“Days,”

“District,”
“Library,”

“Majority vote,”
“Multiple member body,”
“Officer,”

“Town,”
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“Town agency,”
“Town bulletin boards,”

“Voters,”

156

“Town agency,”
“Town bulletin boards,”

“Voters,”
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Article 2. Representative Town Meeting 
 
Section 2-2(b). Eligibility; Nomination Procedures (b) 

Provide for uniform references throughout the Charter to the Board of 
Registrars by inserting, in each instance in which they appear in this 
section, the words “board of” before the words “registrars of voters”.   

board of 
board 

of
and shall…

 
Section 2-9. Procedures (c) Committees (1) Standing Committees                            
(i) Finance and Warrant Committee  

Clarify internal references in Section 2-9(c)(1)(i), to provide as follows, 
with text to be inserted shown in bold italics and text to be deleted shown 
in strikethrough:  

section 2-9(c),
section -6

 
Section 2-9. Procedures (c) Committees (1) Standing Committees                            
(ii) Standing Committee on Planning and Zoning 

Clarify internal Charter references in Section 2-9(c)(1)(ii), to provide as 
follows, with text to be inserted shown in bold italics and text to be 
deleted shown in strikethrough:  

3-9 3-8
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Section 2-9. Procedures (c) Committees (1) Standing Committees                            
(iii) Committee of District (Precinct) Chairs 

Clarify internal Charter references to “districts”, defined by Section 1-
7(c), by deleting the word “precinct” in each place in which it appears 
and inserting in place thereof the word “district”, with text to be inserted 
shown in bold italics and text to be deleted shown in strikethrough:  

District 
district 

 
Section 2-9. Procedures (h) District Organization 

Clarify internal Charter references to “districts”, defined by Section 1-
7(c), by deleting the word “precinct” in each place in which it appears 
and inserting in place thereof the word “district”, with text to be inserted 
shown in bold italics and text to be deleted shown in strikethrough, as 
follows:

precinct district

 
Section 2-12. Referendum Petitions 

Correct punctuation by closing the quotation marks around the question 
in the fourth paragraph, and inserting a bracket in place of the 
parenthesis at the beginning of said question so that the section will read 
as follows:  

158

”

Article 3. Elected Officials 
 
Section 3-2. Select Board (d) Appointments 

Provide for uniform references to the Board of Registrars with text to be 
inserted shown in bold italics and text to be deleted shown in 
strikethrough, as follows

board of 
registrars of voters; election officers; but not including the town clerk…

 
Section 3-12. Housing Authority (a) Composition, Term of Office 

Revise section addressing composition of Housing Authority, which was 
amended relatively recently, to reflect requirements of applicable state 
law, G.L. c.121B, §§5 and 5A, and without need for future amendments to 
mirror state law, with text to be inserted shown in bold italics and text to 
be deleted shown in strikethrough, as follows:

–
Four of the members shall be chosen by, 

ballot and the fifth member shall be a resident of the town elected 
or 

Section 3-13.  Recall of Elected Officials (b) Recall Petition (3) 
Provide for uniform references to the Board of Registrars, with text to be 
inserted shown in bold italics and text to be deleted shown in 
strikethrough, as follows:

–

board of

159
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Section 3-13. Recall of Elected Officials (c) 
Provide for uniform references to the Board of Registrars by inserting 
the words  “board of” before the words “registrars of”, in each instance in 
which they appear, with text to be inserted shown in bold italics and text 
to be deleted shown in strikethrough, as follows: 

Select Board’s Action on Receiving Petition –

without delay, and the select board shall meet…
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TOWN OF DEDHAM 

PLANNING BOARD 
 

Affordable Housing Trust FAQ 
 

How does the creation of a local housing trust benefit the community?
A housing trust can advance the Town’s local affordable housing goals.  Town 

What can a local housing trust do?

➢

PLANNING BOARD 
John R. Bethoney, Chair 
Michael A. Podolski, Esq., Vice Chair 
James E. O’Brien IV, Clerk 
Jessica L. Porter 
James F. McGrail, Esq.  
Andrew Pepoli, Associate  

Town Hall 
450 Washington Street 

Dedham, MA 02026 
781-751-9240 

 
Planning Director 

Jeremy Rosenberger 
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➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

➢

Can’t Town staff and Town Meeting perform these functions now? 

–

pledging of Trust assets up to 80 percent of all of the Trust’s assets.

What controls the limits of the Trust’s authority? 

–
–
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Who would be members of the Trust? 

the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee would serve as an ex officio 
voting member. The Trust’s membe

What is the term of office for the trustees of the Housing Trust? 

Are the Trustees subject to the Conflict of Interest Law and are Trust 
meetings subject to the Open Meeting Law? 

What funds can be used in a local housing trust? 

Town’s general fund, payments or fees from special bylaws such as short term 

Town’s general fund would require Town Meeting action. 

What financial oversight of the trust will be required? 
The Trustees will work with Dedham’s Treasurer/Collector, who will be 

How can the trust work with the Dedham Housing Authority? 
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support buydown or down payment assistance programs or exercise Dedham’s 

Where I can I learn more? 
➢

➢ The Massachusetts Housing Partnership’s Municipal Affordable Housing 

➢
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SELECTED STATUTES AND BY-LAWS REFERENCED  
 
Ch 44, Municipal Finance, §7(1) Cities and Towns, Purposes for Borrowing 
Money Within Debt Limits 
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166

[There is no clause (12)]  

167
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[There is no clause (12)]  

167

[There is no clause (24)]  

168
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[There is no clause (24)]  

168

169
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Chapter 44: Section 20. Proceeds from sale of bonds; restrictions on use; 
disposition of premiums 
 

170
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Chapter 39, Section 15: Moderators; powers and duties

 

Chapter 64G, Section 1: Definitions 

 Text of section effective as provided by 2018, 337, Sec. 15A as added by 2019, 5, Sec. 
37. See 2019, 5, Sec. 46.]
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[ Definition of "Rent'' as amended by 2018, 337, Sec. 6 as amended by 2019, 5, Sec. 
32 effective March 28, 2019. See 2019, 5, Sec. 46.]

I
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Chapter 43B, Section 13: Exercise of powers and functions by municipalities
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Chapter 140, Section 136A: Definitions applicable to Secs. 137 to 174F

175
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Chapter 140, Section 137A to 137C: Kennel licenses

177
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Chapter 40, Section 4: Study committees; commissions; establishment; 
membership; terms; vacancies; compensation; officers

178

Chapter 140, Section 137A to 137C: Kennel licenses

177
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Chapter 44, Section 55C: Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund

—

180
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–

181
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Chapter 40, Section 15A: Transfer of land; procedure

183


